SOOTH CAROLXMA 


The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental 
Control and the South Carolina Division of the American Cancer 
Society are partners in the South Carolina ASSIST program. 


Lobbying 

South Carolina's proposal is influenced by the goals of the 
Tobacco Free SC Coalition, which is a "vehicle to establish 
non-smoking as the norm, to further strengthen efforts to 
achieve this goal, and to coordinate the efforts of existing 
networks to promote a smokeless environment." 

The proposal says that "project activities will present a number 
of challenges for working with politicians representing 
tobacco-producing constituents and communities." However, it 
asserts that "[its] strength is in numbers as the coalition can 
serve to mobilize non-smokers to actively influence legislation 
and policies in this state." 

The Clean Indoor Air Coalition successfully lobbied for passage 
of the 1990 Clean Indoor Air Act restricting the use of tobacco 
products in many public areas. This is described as "an 
excellent first step towards major smoking reform in this 
tobacco state — [but] additional restrictions are needed in 
restaurants, businesses and the community-at-large to effect 
further reductions in tobacco use ..." 

Other efforts include SC Medical Association's resolution to 
increase the cigarette tax to 50 cents per pack, and "decreasing 
messages supporting smoking,” such as restricting outdoor 
advertising, establishing more smoke-free businesses and 
establishments, limiting the use of product displays, free 
product samples and product "extenders," and regulating tobacco 
sponsorship of civic, social and sports events. 


Target Regions and Populations 

The entire state of South..Carolina is targeted because of its 
small size. The rural areas are home to disproportionally large 
"high-risk" populations and are not as accessible to resources; 
however, the state is small enough that they can still be . 
reached. High-risk populations include blacks, the unemployed, ' 
the poor, blue collar workers, less educated individuals and 
women. 

In addition to high-risk individuals, the proposal targets 
smokers, who make up 26 percent of the state’s population. A 
large percentage are black males; others include pregnant women, 
blue collar workers, young people and smokeless tobacco users. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/fhblOOOO 
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State Coalition 

The Tobacco Free SC Coalition's goal is to reduce smoking by 43 
percent by 1998. It was initially formed by health 
professionals from the SC Department of Health and Environmental 
Control, the SC Division of the American Cancer Society and the 
University of South Carolina School of Public Health. 

As of September 1990, the coalition had 62 official 
organizational members representing health care, health 
education, health professionals, social service, education, 
recreation, military, community and government. Members 
include: American Cancer Society, American Heart Association, 
American Lung Association, SC Clean Indoor Air Coalition, SC 
Medical Association, SC Nurses Association, SC Department of 
Education, SC Health and Human Services Finance Commission, USC 
School of Medicine and AARP. 


Channels for Reaching Citizens 

• Health care system — including fee-for-service health 
care providers and facilities, HMOs, PPOs, public health 
care services, primary care centers, free medical clinics, 
community networks (such as the Salvation Army and homeless 
shelters), the SC Medical Association and other state 
medical associations, allied health professionals, and 
unions representing health care workers. 

• Worksites — including employees in the manufacturing 
sector, which represents the largest worksite 
establishments; federal government employees, many of whom 
are associated with the presence of military bases in South 
Carolina; the state's Chambers of Commerce and Rotary Clubs; 
and unions including the state's largest, the Communications 
Workers of America. 

• Schools — including elementary and secondary schools, 
colleges and universities, organizations and unions 
associated with schools, and. parent-teacher organizations. 

• community networks — including churches, black community 
networks, community youth groups, and civic, cultural, 
business, service and political groups. Also noted are the 
Clean Indoor Air Coalition whose members include the South 
Carolina divisions of the American Cancer Society, American 
Lung Association, American Heart Association and others. 

• community environment — including passage of the 1990 
Clean Indoor Air Act, as well as implementing policies 
favoring smoke-free environments in the workplace, 
increasing the number of anti-smoking messages and 
educational brochures targeted at businesses and schools, 
and restricting outdoor advertising, tobacco sponsorship at 
civic and social events, and sale of tobacco to minors. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/fhblOOOO 
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